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Bucharest Energy Forum Conclusions

The Bucharest Energy Forum, co-organised by the Romanian Ministry for Economy and the Commission, was established to provide a platform for the exchange of information and to contribute to policy development on energy efficiency and renewable energy sources. The aim is to develop the Forum into a 'policy-driving' event bringing together policymakers and stakeholders. The Forum should be seen as a future engine for transformation and as such needs to move forward towards delivering input for future policies. The outcome from the Forum will be used inter alia as input to the new European Energy Efficiency Action Plan, energy policy 2050, and policy development in relation to offshore wind and electricity (super)grids. 
The first Bucharest Energy Forum took place on 9 and 10 June. The Forum was opened by the Romanian Minister for Economy, Mr Andrei Vidaneu followed by a keynote speech from Commissioner for Energy, Mr Andris Piebalgs. A visionary presentation on the future of off-shore wind and corresponding grid requirements was given by a Mr de Graaf from OMA. The Commissioner invited participants to be intellectually courageous during the course of the day and a half meeting.
A wide range of presentations was given followed by active discussion and exchange of opinions. Presentations covered issues on how to incentivise energy suppliers to take on energy efficiency as a priority, the role of local actions and the importance of overcoming the current hurdles to successful financing of energy efficiency. Presentations on buildings conveyed messages to give greater focus to energy saving measures associated with refurbishment, social housing and integrating energy efficiency and renewables.  
Discussions resulted in good input for the new European Energy Efficiency Action Plan, identification of key topics providing the best cost-benefit results, as well as identifying trends and lessons learned from existing work on energy efficiency, such as the difficulties in creating bankable energy efficiency projects. Presentations on the future electricity grid and making an offshore grid a reality highlighted the importance of the energy networks contribution and identified the key challenges. Key areas of attention are public acceptance of infrastructures, R&D, investments, and the future role of micro-generation. Also the re-emergence of demand side management was underlined as being an important tool in relation to achieving future renewable energy targets.

The Forum made considerable progress in identifying the future measures that need to be taken to make the EU’s energy efficiency and renewable energy objectives a reality.

However, it is clear from the discussions that much further work remains to be done. The Forum must become a vital source of input in identifying the concrete measures that are now needed, on the basis of consensus.

With this in mind, the Forum agreed the establishment of three Working Groups which will seek to identify concrete solutions to the issues identified at the Forum, and will be chaired by the Commission.

1.  Second Energy Efficiency Action Plan

The working group on the concrete measures that might be included within the context of the Second Energy Efficiency Action Plan, to report by the beginning of September 2009. The Working Group's objective is to assist the Commission in preparing the EEAP. The Working Group is expected to provide input to the process of preparing the Action Plan. The Group is expected to fully utilize virtual communication tools. The Working Group will meet in early September in order, inter alia, to discuss the results of the Energy Efficiency Action Plan public consultation.
Included in this group will be representatives of:

	European Commission (Chair)
	Energy Community – Energy Efficiency Task Force

	Member State representatives
	COGEN

	EIB
	CEDEC

	ERGEG
	Eurelectric

	ECEEE
	The Regulatory Assistance Project

	EnR
	CECODHAS

	EuroAce
	GEODE

	Eurima
	Euroheat and Power

	ENTSO-E
	BEUC

	EREC
	


2. Europe’s Energy Policy for 2050

Working Group on Europe’s Energy Policy for 2050, identifying the measures necessary to meet the objective of a GHG reduction by up to 80% by 2050, such as a carbon neutral electricity system, next generation buildings, and carbon neutral transport system. The Group's first report will be in February 2010. The Working Group's objective is to assist the Commission in developing ideas for the 2050 energy policy. The Working Group is expected to provide concrete input on how to reach strategic environmental and security of supply objectives by achieving fundamental shifts in the main energy uses: passive buildings, carbon neutral electricity, and fossil-free transport. Furthermore the WG is expected to help identify the main drivers likely to shape energy demand and supply in the EU at ten year intervals. Finally the WG should assist the Commission in pinpointing which are the optimal (fastest and lowest-cost) policies to reach the objectives. The Group is expected to fully utilize virtual communication tools, the Group will meet in mid September in Brussels.
Included within this group will be representations of:

	European Commission (Chair)
	EWEA

	Member State representatives
	GEODE

	ERGEG
	FEDARENE

	ECEEE
	COGEN

	Eurima
	Eurelectric

	Euroheat and Power
	PETROM (on behalf of Europia)

	EREC
	EUROPIA


3. Europe’s 2020 to 2050 grid

Working Group on Europe’s 2020 to 2050 grid, identifying what further measures are needed to ensure that the EU’s grid can meet the challenges of the energy changes that will face the EU over the next decades. This Working Group will be linked up with existing activities already being pursued by the Commission with relevant stakeholder. 
Included in this group will be representatives of:

	European Commission (Chair)
	Eurelectric

	Member State representatives
	OMA

	ERGEG
	COGEN

	Euroheat and Power
	CEDEC

	EREC
	Energy Community

	EWEA
	ENTSO-E

	GEODE
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